< FEATURES, DIFFERENT EXPRESSION

settled. Perhaps you would see what you can do to help them to
reach agreement. Then I will at once instruct the French repre-
sentative on the Ambassadors' Conference that the Military Control
Commission is to be withdrawn.

Stresemann: It is regrettable that there should still be small details
not yet settled. The business should be taken out of the hands
of officials, and ended without more ado. What are the points
remaining?

Erland: I have given express instructions that the business is to be
dealt with in a generous way. These officials are impossible. When
I first attacked the question of removing the Military Control, I was
confronted with piles of documents from the French War Ministry
regarding German derelictions. I threw these papers into a corner,
and asked what matters of importance still remained outstanding,
as I had no intention of going into all these trivialities. A file of
documents was then put before me. At last I succeeded in getting
the matter narrowed down to essentials. Military men are in them-
selves ready to obey and to carry out orders; but they must be given
clear orders and instructions. I shall then be most ready to issue
instructions to the Ambassador, and support the removal of Military
Control.

What disquiets me, are the national organisations in Germany.
What is all this business with the Stahlhelm? This Stahlh'elm has
issued a book of instructions, with a detailed programme of military
training, in marksmanship, manoeuvring, etc. It is quite natural that
my military advisers should call my attention to this sort of thing,
and complain that I see Germany with the eye of a politician alone,
and do not recognise what is really going on in Germany. Why are
such activities not suppressed by the German Government?

Stresemann: I do not know the book issued by the Stahlhelm: but
I am quite safe in saying offhand that if there were any question of
secret training the book would not appear publicly or be sold in book-
shops. It is only to be expected that a great army cannot be spiritually
disbanded, and memories of old war days survive in all Associations of
front-line fighters. These organisations are perhaps a danger in
domestic politics, because they tend at the moment to concern them-
selves with matters which they do not in the least understand, l?ut
from the military point of view they mean nothing, and are not indeed
supported by the Reichswehr. The Reichswehr Minister, Gessler,
has spoken sharply against them in the Reichstag, General yon